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The Natare . als halten Core. 
nant confidered. | 


A SERM ON. 


For we ae the Spirit wait for the Hope 
7 Righteouſneſs through Faitb. For in 
Jeſus Chriſt, neither Circumtiſion availethß 
any Thing, nor Uncircumciſion, but Faith 
" r worker by Love, GAL. v. v.—vh 


"RY HE A hers maintains 
— ; with great ſtrength of argu- 
| 25 ment, that the whole cere- 

We WA monial and typical part of the 
r Jeuiſb religion having had it's 
full completion in the coming of Chriſt, was 
. aſide, and teaches his 
| A 2 converts 


„ 
converts to rely 4 the goſpel and its preſcrip- 
tions for their hopes of falvation. And moſt 
certainly that portion of ſpirit, which is pro- 
miſed to every one through the goſpel on a 
proper application for it, will be ſufficient to 
enable every one to work out his ſalvation, 
if he uſe his utmoſt endeavours to com- 
ply with its friendly admonitions. On thęſt 
terms then the reward of eternal happineſs 
are. offered in the goſpel, a ſtedfaſt confi- 
dence in the promiſes and a firm reſolution 
and endeavour to fulfil it's commands. And 
if we believe Chriſt to be the ſon of God we 
cannot fail (one ſhould think) of having a pro: 
per reliance upon his promiſes, and this holy 
confidence ca. not but produce in us a hearty 
and ſincere endeavour to fulfil his commands. 
The perſons with whom the Apoſtle is here 
arguing were content to admit the preſcripti- 
ons of the Chriſtian covenant, but could not 
be prevailed upon to conſent. to the abolition 
of their old rites and ceremonies. They had 
been ſo long wedded to them that a divorce 
ſeemed unnatu al and unacceptable to them, 
tho' it reſtored them to a ſtate of liberty the 
moſt defirable, and eaſed them from a yoke 
and burden which their forefathers had been 

unable. 


unable to bear. A . preſcribed by 
Chriſtianity had left religion void of that pomp 
and grandeur they had been o long uſed to, 
and gave them a difreliſh for the naked truths 


of the goſpel; It required therefore great 


ſtrength of argument and force of reaſon to 
diſrobe them of theſe inveterate prejudices, 
and perſuade them to a compliance with the 
precepts of the goſpel. This great and ar- 
duous taſk he undertakes in this epiſtle by a 
compatiſon of the two covenants, by pointing 
out their diſtinction, noting their dependance, 
marking their propriety to the ages they were 
defigned for, and laſtly,” by -demonſtrating 
from an impartial view of both, the manifeſt 
preference which was due to the Chriſtian co- 
venant. The Feuiſb covenant or Moſaic œ- 
conomy, as he obſerves, had all the marks of 
bondage, bindin g thoſe to whom it was gi- 

ven. to the moſt exact diſcharge of every tittle 
and jot o of it and making no allowance for any 
negle& or omiſſion. And thoꝰ a preſent 
deliverance from national ruin is promiſed on 
repentance, yet [that repentance, which pro- 
cures the pardon of fin and gives us a certain 


claim to life eternal, is the ſole gift of him wo 


hath brought life and immortality to light 
A 3 through 


1 
* his goſpel ow we have a 


ſull aſſurance, that if we confels our ſins with 
a firm reſolution of amendment he will for- 
855 us out ſins, and cleanſe us from all un- 
righteouſneſs, —— Though | theſe were the 
goodly fruits of goſpel righteouſnefs and bap- 
tiſm was the ſeal of this new birth and God's 
holy ſpirit the aſſiſting conſequence; accom 
panying every: ſincere endeavour: to fulfil our 
duty and comply with the terms of the new 
covenant z yet the Jews | built ſo much upon 
that mark or ſeal which God, had ſet upon 
them as his peculiar people, that it muſt be 
with the greateſt uneaſineſs they could be pre: 
 vailed upon to lay aſide the uſage of circum- 
ciſion as uſele(s;. or conſent to change it. for 
baptiſm which was now. to be uſed in its ſtead 
as the general mark, both by ( Gentiles a as well 
as Fews, of their bein g not only 1 the people of 
God, but his ſons and heirs of his 1 88 


1441 


e Reed him. and are ke He: the 
great honour of addrefling him as their fa- 
ther which is in heaven. This great privi- 
| ledge we receive from baptiſm, but 48 there 


Ma certain conditions annexed ty it, t t that muſk 


demon: = conduce 


bf] 
* 


conduce to wa effectual to theſe great 
ends: otherwiſe it will be no farther uſeful to 
us than the bare rite of circumciſion was to 
the Jews. For as protection from danger 
and every temporal proſperity was to be the 
reward of their obedience, even ſo future e- 
ternal happineſs, preſent peace and every va- 
luable and ſubſtantial good is the promiſed 
recompence to us, if we obey the goſpel of 
Chriſt by a reſolute endeavour after perfect 
ri :ohtecuiſcls. Without this conduct on our 
part, baptiſm has no magick ſpell in it where- 
by to enſure ſalvation, though it is a pledge 
and aſſurance that our obedience ſhall be re- 
warded. The feelings of the ſpirit, any o- 
therwiſe than co-operating with our ſincere 
endeavours after perfect righteouſneſs are no- 
thing but the idle pretences of modern en- 
thuſiaſtic rant, proceeding from ſpiritual 
pride and are a charge upon the deity, little 
jeſs than blaſphemy, as holy writ difayows 
ſuch diſtinctions. Religion, ſays a wor- 
« thy dignitary of the church, conſiſts of 
* two parts external and internal, the out- 
* ward obſervance of the inſtitutions appoint- 
« ed, and the inward dedication. of the 


« heart to God. Now if men lay the whole 
0" eee 


e 

* ſtreſs on either of theſe in oppoſition or 
8 derogation to the other, here they are e- 
« vidently defective in one material branch 
« of duty, and in being ſo are groſly ſuper- 
« ſtitious. Our refined ſectaries at home, 
e who have preſumed to call their Saviour's 
«© inſtitutions carnal ordinances, and to place 
- their whole hopes on internal, ſpiritual mo- 

© tions are plainly within this charge, by ne- 
«. glecting one part of duty which is really 
< of divine authority, to lay more ſtreſs on 
< another, than that authority will warrant. 
« How conſiſtent then is it for a divine of 
e the church of England to teach theſe very 
© refined ſectaries that baptiſm and the Lord's 
« ſupper actually received are unneceſſary to 
<« ſalvation, while he hath given his public 
« aſſent and conſent to theſe articles in the 
face of the congregation ? This is a prac- 
« tice as unwarrantable as the EX plaining a- 
<« way the ſenſe of the word Ayer the moſt 
« eſſential duty of Chriſtianity, i in order to 
e make way for his more popular qualifica- 
« tion of faith, as of itſelf enſuring ſalvation, 
« to his own little flock. Fear not, little | 
« flock, for it is your father's good pleaſure 


« to give you the kin dom.“ What the 
| | Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle then aimed at in his pleadings with 
them was firſt to convince them of the a- 
bolition of all legal performances by their 
now; having received completion in the 
birth of Chriſt, and next to perſuade them, 
that the mere external performance of any 
rite Whatever was no farther. valuable in 
the fight of God than as it was expreſſive 

of our obedience to his commands, and-was 
attended with a behaviour copied after 
that pattern of holineſs which his law holds 
forth to our imitation. And as circumciſion 
availed nothing without obedience in pro- 
cuting the favour of God towards them, ſo 
baptiſm can avail us nothing in ſecuring our 
eternal inheritance, unleſs accompanied with 
faith in vag eh a an with his 
commands. 
But the mefitih: wt inde now broken 
downs which for ages ſeparated, the Je and 
Gentile, and hedgęd the former in as the pe- 
culiar people of God, we are all become one 
in Chriſt Jeſus, we are regenerated and made 
new creatures by being received into his fold 
through baptiſm, and muſt expect pardon 


. 


1 from our ſins on no other terms, than on re- 


pentance and amendment and the powerful 


interceſſion of Chriſt's merits on our behalf. 
B And 


[0] 

And in vain do we rely on any other hopes, 
for without this ſubſtitute on our part we 
could not be fit to appear before a holy God, 
who is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. 
But the perfect righteouſneſs of Chriſt will 
hide our ſtains, waſh out our ſpots, and pre- 
ſent us before God! in he wane robes G08 in- 
nocence. ay 

Every Jewthat had this e and _ 
fect faith in Chriſt, that he was the true Meſ- 
ſiah, could not doubt of his power to abro- 
gate and diſannul the Jewiſh ceremonies and 


aboliſh thoſe ſacrifices which had their whole 


reſpect to, and completion in him. Neither 
could it be queſtioned: by ſuch that he had 
authority to appoint certain rules and obſer- 
vances for the direction and: government of 
the future conduct of mankind. And as this 
was the caſe, ſo the Apoſtle labours to con- 
vince them in other parts of his _ "_ 
it was neceſſary he ſhould: 
But then neither the ee e of 
baptiſm which denominates us to be of his 
ock, nor even faith in him as the promiſed 
Meffiah, nor an allowance of all the appen- 
dages that belonged to that character, can 


1 procure us the favour or enſure us the pro- 


= miſes 


— 
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miſes of the goſpel, unleſs the fruit and pro- 


duce of this faith is ſuch, as plainly-ſhews we 


are actuated by that benevolence, . goodneſs, 


and inward excellence which the laws of the 
goſpel inculcate on it's. diſciples. A true and 
ſincere love for the ſouls of men was the 


leading motive that induced it's author to 


publiſh his goſpel to the world, and it muſt 
be the ſame principle tliat muſt give it it's pro- 
per influence on the lives of it's profeſſors 


and make them ftrive to recommend it to ge- 
neral practice. If we ſhew i an ardent love 
for all mankind, if we pity their failings and 


relieve their wants, if We ſhew a courteous | 


and civil behaviour to all, no one can doubt 
our affection and regard, and if all this be 
done in compliance with the preſcribed laws 
of the goſpel; and often even in contradiction 
to our natural temper and diſpoſition, they 
muſt then be allowed to be the genuine fruits 
of that faith in him, who hath taught and 
commanded us thus to act. And from that 
divine ſpiritual direction which is contained 
in the goſpel, we learn on what terms we muſt 
expect eternal life, that hope of righteouſneſs 
FRY 0 all he W W 
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Confeſſion is the firſt ſtep towards our title 
to this great reward and obedience ſecures and 
conſirms it. For to obey is better than ſacri- 
fice and to hearken than the fat of rams. All 


ke external. and introductory requiſites re- 


ceive their ſanction, and efficacy from the in- 
fluence they have upon our lives and actions, 
and as a true and ſincere love to mankind will 
effectually ſecure that harmony and concord 


which the goſpel was intended to introduce 


and enjoin, ſo it is impoſſible, but that the 
author of ſo much good, muſt be reverenced 


and reſpected, by thoſe who feel it's beneficial 


influence. When the great benefits we re- 
ceive from our gracious benefactor are, ſuf- 
ficiently attended to, we muſt be perpetually 
uneaſy, until we have paid him that debt of 
gratitude which he hath a right to claim 
from us. Again, when we farther confider 
the I yoke he has caſed our ſhoulders 
from, and the comparatively light one he 
hath ſubſtituted in it's place, we could not 
heſitate (one ſhould think) either in acknow- 
ledging our thankfulneſs, of in our readineſs 
to comply with all it's injunctions. Love 
gave birth to this great and ineſtimable bleſ· 
ing, chis reſcued the ſouls of men from eter- 

nal 


(ay. 
nel rain, Kill: intexcedes for thoſe, who are. 
ſtubborn and rbelliaus with continual : groan- 
ings, and watches with the ſtrieteſt vigilance 
hes wandering, ſteps of che negligent ap 
Nothful. And as the trug exemplar-and, pat: 
tern of it himſelf he hath delivęręd us ak 
which. commands thigas an uniyerial. and ge- 
nexal, duty, from, one to the other. uoto the 
end of the ward... And to ſhew.,his- great, 
eſteem and, Value for this; fundamental 
duty, he. hath. ſet. it above faith in himnſelf 
Mi that. Feta of Tee happineſs ua 
without... faj ol ve can never Ob- 
tain, For his A po ſtle ſpeak ing by his 5 
roction hath. ſtrongly recommended to 
that qur, mo be Ae bY thele ae 


niſhing pre- 
ference. to o the e ng the. greateſt. of | 
theſe is charity. So the Apoſtle in the Text 
takes notice, that we wait for the hope of 
rightcouſneſs through faith, which ſets ach 
indeed the abſolute neceffity of faith. to the 
procurement of that hope, but then it ob- 
ſerves farther, that though this faith be an 
e requiſite, yet it muſt ge 1 


= 
acts of Tove and benevolence, hereby plainly: 
demonſtrating | that faith and good works van! 
not be ſeparated,” but muſt go hand in hand 
in recommending us to the favour and gain- 


ing us acceptance” with Gocl. For neither 
circurneifion” Walleth an ny thing, nor uncir- 
cumciſiort; hüt faith Gn worketh by love. 
When nan hath done his utmoſt to comply 
with tlie tertns of the goſpel He will, Konfeſß, 
have much to be Torgi given, many faults and 
flflings tg be 56 and ben; but 
if he Hatli not ſcoffed or been aftiamed of his 
crucifled Lord, but acted With 4 becoming 
Zeal in his ſeryice and a dutifuf ſubmiſſion to 
is laws, if bis pleaſure and delig bt hath been 
in doing good to his fellow Chr ili; help- 
ing their neceſſities,  pitying their failings and 
75 g their offences he may without pre- 
mption hope for a favoutable acceptance 
tom his Heavenly father at the great day of 
univerfal retribution.” But His expectations 
will be vain, his hopes empty, and deluſive, 
if this has not been his behaviour. For theſe 
are the genuine and proper fruits of a right 


faith. All other pretences to it are uſeleſs 


4nd ineffectual to the great ends and delign 
& the goſpel. | 


The 


rs 
The great pur poſes it was intended to pro- 
mote and recommend were the glory of God 
and: peace and good-will among men. IE 
thoſe ends are not anſwered by it, by influ- 
eneing the hearts and affections of mankind, 
and kindling, their zedl in promoting this 
great and important wok, it is of no real uſe 
ot i ſervice to the world; but then the non 
ſucceſs of this heheſit is chargeable on our- 
{elves andingt on the giver of this great and 
ineſtimableꝭ giſt. But if this was the inten- 
tion of it, and this is plainly diſcernible by 
evety one who will give any attention to its 
preſcriptions, then it muſt be worth our care 
to pay a due obſervance to them, eſpecially 
as the penalty of diſobedience is nothing leſs 
than endleſs ruin and miſery. And no one 
can reaſonably complain of the ſeverity of 
the puniſhment denounced, who conſiders the 
authority of the preſcriber, or the extreme 
heinouſneſs of the offence, ſo that the pu- 
niſhment is but a fair proportion to the crime. 
Beſides the greatneſs of the reward annexed 
to the obſervance of his lawys takes away e- 
very ſhadow of complaint, and muſt act with 
a force "on every rational os 
mind 
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dom: They are not wrouglit by the opera- 


turber of the world; it makes the poſſeſſor 


1 16.1. 
mind that is ĩrreſiſtible. Works of Love are 
the firſt fruits of that faith which is required 
from every one as a title 10 ſal bation. Envy, 
malice, denſure and detraction, and all that 
black catalogue hich accompany hatred af 


M- wü cunndt be the fruits or produce ef 


it, neither can my of thoſe crimes which 


invade the property or break in upon or dif 


turb the peace of our neighbour, claim any - 
telatiom to it. On the contrary; ſuch is the 


deteſtation and abhorrence that our | great 


livgiver hath conceived of them, that he 
hath by his apoſtle declared, that Ruch as 
practice them ſhall have no ſhare in his kings 


tion of his holy ſpirit, hut are the offspring 
of the prince of darkneſs, and atiſe fromm 
thoſe malevolent: ſuggeſtions + which he in- 
ſpires; while the prince of peace "admoz 
niſhes his fubjects to be meek and lowly, 
not to think too highly of themſelves, not 
to be contentious or eager in purſuing after 
the honors: of the world, but rather to pre 


fer others to themſelves. And this conduct, 


if invariably purſued, cannot but produce a 
general harmony. For pride is the great diſ- 


ever 


{ a7 ] 
yer uneaſy. and-continually affronts and tor- 
ments thoſe; that ſtand in competition with it 
for it's wilhed for grandeur and obſervance. 
But faith in Chriſt muſt work by love, fur- 
thering. the good and promoting the welfare 
of all that are around it. The general and pub- 
Lee proſperity will engage it's firſt and prin- 
cipal concern, it will then deſcend to parti- 
gulars, till with a diffuſive and open hand it 
hath gladdened the heart of every one with- 
in it's reach and ability. A mind intent on 
fulfilling it's maker's will cannot reſt fatisfied 
with a — performance, but it's happi- 
neſs will then be conſummated, when it ſhall 
have diſcharged. all the commandments of it's 
God. Then, ſays the holy Pſalmiſt, ſhall 
I not he aſhamed, when I have reſpect unto 
all thy commandments. Then will the 
mind be at eaſe with itſelf and have a de- 
lghtful foretaſte of thoſe joys which muſt 
complete the happineſs of it's glorified ſtate. 
When. the good man's faith ſhall be ſwal- 
lowed up in fight, and his hope ſhall be 
crowned with the full enjoyment of the pro- 
miſed reward. And how happy muſt be the 
ſtate of that ſoul which at it's departure from 
1 ** of contradiction and diſappointment 

Tor C ſhall 


18 
ſhall Have this glorious proſpect in his view! 
when he ſhall beh6Kt the already Happy an- 


gels welcoming his ch Ot] Joy, and be 
admitted as wa of faithful ſervants to 
wait on and adore the has of glory.” 


If this be the true repriſentation' of 'the 
Apaitte' doctrine, how far do theſe wander 
from the mark, who ate daily teaching theit 
followers that faith alone is ſufficient to re- 
commend and intitle them to falvation. That 
the all· ſufficient merits of Chriſt have made 
abundant ſatisfaction for us and that we Have 
nothing to do but to fit down idle and took 
up to him for reward. Tho we acknow- 
ledge the thoughts of man's heart are only 
evil continually, and that-he of himſelf can- 
not think one bad thought, yet the holy 
ſpirit co-operating with man's ende avours he 
may be enabled to work out his ſalvation- 

But the holy ſpirit ys no force or com- 
pul Bon on our wills, but leaves us at liberty 
to follow or difobey it's adimonitions. For 


were it's motions irtefiftible, there would be 


no virtue in our compliance with thoſe du- 
ties it ſets before us. Now . the nature of 
the Chriſtian covenant is ſuab, that it evi- 
oy requires ſome 2 our fide, other 


wiſe 


WV 


— is PR Ys. 
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_ wife why hath it annexed a conditional re- 
wardꝰ 

For altho' the goſpel kesches it's diſciples 
who have been moſt faithful to fay that they 
are unprofitable ſervarits, that they have done 


What it Was their duty to do, exprefling the 
Humility of their hearts, yet this fidelity im- 

plies ſome merit, and certainly recommends 
them to their mifter's favour, tho” it cannot 
| Faffly claim à reward. The kind affiſtance 
of the holy fpirit co-operating with our wills 
makes us equal and even ſuperior | fo our ſpi- 
ritual enemy, and puts it in our power to 


vahquiſh and fubdue the evil bent of our na- 


ture. For greater (ſays the ſcripture) is he 
that is in us, than he that is in the world. 

But when it is {aid that the Holy ſpirit work- 
eth in'us to will _ to do of his good plea. 
ſare, it muſt be underſtood that our 'reaſon 
is convinced by the force of that truth which 
it opens to us, whereby we are led to hearken 
to it's arguments, ard give them their due 
weight on our actions. And that this is the 
true ſtate of the caſe is evident from the words 
of holy writ, where God Taith, my ſpirit ſhall 
not always ſtrive with man. Now this con- 
tention irrefragably proves a reſiſtance on our 


part 


We 1 201 
art and therefare ſhews that our coneurrence 
is neceſſary to our working What is good. 
Let us. not then put aſunder what God hath 
3 joined. Let us not follow after theſe broach- © 
ers of -new doctrines; but diligently.a attend 
dt teſtimonies, which are the. Ways. und 
the truth and the life. Theſe teach, us. that | 
Jeſus Chriſt is our Saviour and Redet ; 
and the. Holy -Ghoſt our ſanctifier and divine N 
guide, and Ca theſe united with the father in 
einne make 1 up the glorious. godhead from 
whom we muſt receive our. ſeveral allot- 
ments of reward or puniſhment. Tis per- 
verſe and diſtracted reaſon then and not the 
dictates of the ſpirit that have led men to this 
unnatural diviſion of what the goſpel hath 
joined. For reaſon, faith the incomparable 
Plutarch that great boaſteckdirector of the hu« 
| | man ſpecies, f is always hunting after new o⸗ 
1 pinions, and by ſtriking out perpetually into 
the bye paths of fancy, is, never to be met 
| Vith in the plain road of nature. To God 
| | | the F ather, Son 2nd Holy. Ghoſt united i id 
{80 one eſſence be, as is moſt due, all HY. glo- + 
ry and PE noc and for eyer. 36 
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